2. To open the 
Q45 you will 
need a 
horizontal 
slide linkage 
tool and a 
couple of 
good wedges. 
As with any 
opening, you must use caution when inserting 
the wedges. It is best to obtain a quality 
opening set and follow their recommendations. 
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1. This is the first of a two part series. The Infiniti Q45 is Infiniti’s flagship 
car. This car has all the bells and whistles. From 1990 through 1996 this 
vehicle used a 4-track high security keyway. In 1997 the Q45 switched to a 
conventional keyway and a transponder was added. 
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3. The 
linkage 
rods are 
exposed 
and easy 
to find. 


5. Open the glove box 
and located on the left 
side is the factory code 
and VIN sticker. The 
four numbers on top is 
the code number. The 
code series 
runs from 
0001-6000. 
Only the first 
two thousand 
codes have 
been 
published. 
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4. Slide the linkage rod 
forward to unlock the door 
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6. We recommend before you go any further to 
disconnect the battery. 


7. The ignition lock mounts to the top of 
the steering column. 


8. Remove the five Phillips head screws on the underside of the plastic column shroud. 
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9. Once the screws are 
removed you can unsnap 
the front section of the 
plastic shroud and 
remove it from the 
column. 


10. You will now 
find two more 
Phillips head 
screws that were 
hidden by the other 
section of the 
shroud. Remove 
the screws. 
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11. Views of the 
column with the 
shroud removed. 


12. The ignition lock is held in place by two shear- 
head bolts that must be removed. You must move 
the wiring out of the way so you don’t damage it. 
The turn signal wires might also be in the way. Be 
careful when working with these wires. The 
ignition cylinder is held into the ignition housing by 
two solid roll pins. 
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13. The ignition lock assembly is 
pictured. 


14. The ignition cylinder is held into the 
lock housing by two solid roll pins. Drill 
a small hole directly next to each roll 
pin and then pry out the pin. I used a 
7/64” drill bit to do this. Make sure you 
don’t drill too far into the housing, just 
enough to remove the pin. 
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15. The cylinder face 
cap can now be 
removed. 


16. There is a small spring 
that can go flying as you pull 
out the cylinder. Watch out 
for it. The spring is part of 
the locking bolt assembly. 


17. A view of the cylinder 
face cap, the lock cylinder 
and the lock housing. 
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18. A view of the cylinder and the spring. 
The spring is part of the locking bolt 
assembly. When you remove the key, the 
steering bolt will engage the steering 
column. 


19. As you lift up the 
lever, you see the 
ball bearing under 
the spring. 


20. The cylinder locking bolt lever assembly positioned 
as they appear in the lock assembly. 


21. If you do not have a working key you can still 
disassemble the lock cylinder. Insert a tension 
wench or similar small tool to depress the wafers on 
the right side of the cylinder plug and slide the plug 
out. The left side is clear and unblocked. 
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22. A view of the cylinder 
plug being removed with 
a working key. 


23. Take note of the key 
buzzer switch. To avoid 
damaging the switch, you 
must depress it when re- 
inserting the cylinder plug. 


24. There is a cut out in 
the key for what is 
called a “key trap”. 
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25. A view of the key trap in 
the cylinder plug being lifted 
as the key is inserted. 


26. Be careful not to lose 
the small plug actuator, 
as it can easily fall out. 


27. The cylinder plug contains five 
sets of split tumblers. All Infiniti 
Q45 tumblers are split. 
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28. A View of the ignition lock 
disassembled. 
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Next month we finish the Infiniti Q45 with the door, 
trunk and glove box lock. 


